
Answers to Community Questions 

 

1. Housing 
a. What can be done to facilitate the sale of 

several unoccupied houses (8+ years) on 
Salisbury St? 

 
For city owned properties I propose that the 
City offer individuals who have a solid 
employment record the ability to purchase and 
rehabilitate City owed and abandoned homes.  
By providing tax relief for these individuals and 
working with federal neighborhood programs 
we can turn “zombie” properties into livable 
homes. 
Unfortunately, private owner properties can 
remain vacant indefinitely.  However, I will 
propose to City Council that private owners be 
given a time limit with which to occupy their 
properties or have their property expropriated 
by eminent domain. 
 
b. Many grants or support for 1st time 

homebuyers. But what about those who truly 
desire to move on but may not be able to 
w/o help? How can we help them? 

 



I am not sure what is meant by “move on” 
however we can offer first time homeowners 
tax relief for their first three years of 
ownership, workshops that will educate them 
on how to manage their finances, work with 
financial institutions to facilitate the best 
lending opportunities for their circumstances, 
workshops on how to maintain the upkeep of 
their property, etc. 
 
c. According to Rochester Downtown 

development corporation surveys 96% of 
downtown housing is rental and only 3.7% is 
owner occupied. This defies national 
statistics. People re not going to sell their 
suburban house to come downtown and 
rent. Modern cities build high not wide. 
Recently authorities stated that new 
mainstream development would be local 
mom/pop stores and not large chain stores. 
What do you think of this picture? 

 
I believe that we are underutilizing the 
entrepreneurial opportunities that exist in our 
community.  By increasing and supporting the 
small business market in Rochester we can 
create community co-ops that work to build 



owner-occupied, safe neighborhoods along 
with a stronger tax base. 
 
 
d. What are you going to do to make rental 

tenants responsible? 
 
Making tenants responsible begins with making 
owners of rental property responsible. A workshop 
on owner/renter responsibilities is the first step.  
Working with owners and renters to facilitate 
disputes is another.  Any other possible solutions 
by citizens will be welcomed. 
  

e. How will you address/hold accountable the 
large numbers of absentee landlords in the 
city? 

 
Absentee landlords are a problem only when they 
do not take care of their property.  I would work to 
pass an ordinance that would return any property 
that has been abandoned for more than three 
years to the city to be auctioned off to new home 
buyers.  As well, property maintenance inspectors 
would work diligently with neighbors and 
neighborhoods to make sure that any violations 
are corrected in a timely manner. 
 



f. What is your position on the city filling up 
every inch on the east side with huge apt 
buildings? Traffic is ridiculous already! 

 
Several years ago I ran a campaign against this 
very concept.  However, the current and previous 
administrations have supported the concept of 
“affordable housing” creating this problem. I am in 
favor or individual home ownership and will work 
diligently to provide opportunities for home 
ownership to those who have been previously 
denied that opportunity. 
 
2. Transportation 

 . How do you aim to make the city more bikeable? 
a. Please identify your vision and priorities for the 
use of city streets, including walkability, bicycle 
infrastructure, public transit and private auto 
infrastructure. Perhaps reduced land widths, 
increased amenities for active transportation and a 
25 mph speed limit would result in a more thriving 
city, or perhaps the exigencies of emergency 
services and snow removal preclude any changes. 
 
I believe the city has done a good job in creating 
biking lanes within the larger city streets.  The 
problem I do have however is with the lack of snow 
removal for city sidewalks and the speed limits on 



city side streets. Both of these issues will be 
addressed and resolved in my administration. 
 
b. How do you plan to grow our bike infrastructure 
so that it is a legitmate and safe way for people in 
the crescent and Beechwood get to work? 
 
By increasing bike lanes on more high traffic streets. 
 

3. Environment 
 . What will you do to act on climate now that 
we’ve gotten the message loud and clear that its not 
a national priority? 
 
Increasing the use of renewable solar, water, and 
wind energy is a necessity.  I will work to obtain 
federal funding to bring resources to Rochester to 
increase their availability to residents. 
  
a. What steps should rochester take to address 
climate change? 
 
I will work with City Council to update residential 
ordinances to increase the use of renewable energy 
resources by Rochester residents. 
 
 
 



4. Education 
 . What steps would you take that would 
encourage the students who are graduating from our 
wonderful area universities to stay in Rochester? 
 
Increasing the safety of neighborhoods, encouraging 
entrepreneurship and creating a high level of 
educational success will not only encourage 
individuals to stay in Rochester but entice others to 
come to Rochester to live. 
 
a. Rochester has the lowest high school grad rate 
in the country for black males, with out 21% 
graduating in four years, what is your plan to 
improve our grad rates? 
 
While I am not in favor of mayoral control of the 
district, I will work diligently to increase the tax base 
in Rochester through home ownership which will 
place the responsibility of district control in the 
hands of the citizens of Rochester and not the state. 
 
 

5. Police 
 . Do you support the recent proposal for a police 
accountability board with subpoena power? If so 
how will you help make it a reality? (asked by 6 
different people) 



 
I have endorsed the PAB concept. 
 
a. Do you support community policing? If so, how 
will you implement it? 
 
PAC/TAC and Teens On Patrol are two community 
policing concepts that I would support and fund. 

  

 

 

6. Poverty 
a. Other than throwing more money at the 
problems what is your view of how to fix the poverty 
issue in this city? 
 
By providing opportunities for individuals who 
currently spend three times more to rent than own 
and offering lower child care costs through 
supervised young adult child care facilities 
individuals can rise above the conditions that keep 
them impoverished.  Workshops on how to save and 
invest their hard earned dollars will also be available 
to those who are interested. 
 
 
 
 



b. How do you give success to a person? 
 
Success cannot be given it must be earned in order 
to be appreciated. 
 
 
7. Administration 
 . What is your position on hiring (lifelong) city 
residents for city jobs including RCSD? 
 
I do not believe residency should be a condition of 
employment.  A person’s dedication to a profession 
is more important.  Once we make Rochester a safe 
and successful city, people will want to work and live 
here on their own. 
 
a. HOw will you lead an organization of more than 
3,000 employees as mayor. Please describe the 
experience you have that prepares you for this. 
 
I will lead with respect and the expectation of 
respect for and from not only city employees but 
residents as well.  I believe that a leader is a role 
model.  As a teacher for seventeen years it was my 
responsibility to be a role model of success for more 
than 3,000 students and co-workers. As an active 
advocate for excellence in education, in Albany and 
Washington, I have met and spoken with many of 



our legislators and have created a relationship of 
respect with all. 
 
 
b. As mayor, who will you need to work with/who 
are you looking forward to working w/ the most 
 
I am looking forward to working with the residents of 
Rochester.  Making Rochester a successful city will 
be a united effort of the people of Rochester not just 
the mayor. 
 
c. How much does city of Rochester spend on 
employee health insurance? Are you in favor of the 
NY Gottfried Bill? 
 
I do not know how much the city pays for employee 
health insurance and I am in favor of a universal 
health care plan as long as it gives individuals the 
opportunity to choose their health care options. 
 
8. Economy 
 . How are you going to build small business? 
 
By providing individuals with the opportunity to 
become entrepreneurs though education, 
community co-ops and affordable business spaces 
we can increase small business ownership. 



 
 
9. Misc 
 . Why are we a sanctuary city while the fed gov 
says it will cost our city money?  
 
As I am not currently the mayor this is a question 
that should be answered by Mayor Warren. 
 


